IS    POLAND    LOST?

attitude was expressed by the fact that at the outset
he served in mufti.

The revolutionaries declared the deposition of
the Tsar from the Polish throne. His armies,
however, were advancing and eventually clashed
with the Poles round Warsaw. The Polish army ,
scored some successes, but lacked the aggressive
spirit to exploit them and when, after three months'
hesitation, the Russians under Paskiewicz finally
decided to storm the city, the fate of the revolution
was sealed, mainly for lack of faith on the part of
the Polish leaders. The greater part of their troops
fled across the border and were disarmed by the
Prussians and Austrians. Of the original army only
20,000 men were left, the rest had fallen, or been
taken prisoner, or fled.

The Tsar took a terrible revenge. Courts martial
were established in Warsaw, Vilna and Kiev, some
250 nobles were hanged, ten times as many sent
to Siberia and, of course, all their property wasT
confiscated. From the Russian-inhabited areas
45,000 Polish petty nobles were banished or re-
settled. Priests and nuns were persecuted to such
an extent that, for instance, many nuns were put
in chains- The Latin ritual in the churches was
jforbidden, the Roman Catholic monasteries and
convents converted into Greek Catholic. Poland
was completely cut off from European civilization,
so much so that young people under twenty-five
years were not even allowed to cross the frontier,
let alone go to foreign educational institutions.
Even the Russian schools were closed to all but
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